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Eepokts of Cases Argued and Determined in the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals for the State of Mississippi. Vol. XXX. By Jas. Z. George, Re- 
porter to the State. 

Mr. George succeeded Mr. Cushman as reporter to the High Court in 
1854, but, until the appearance of this work, we have had no evidence of 
his labors. Knowing Mr. George to be a sound and learned lawyer, his 
election afforded us gratification, and thus far, in his official career, he has 
more than justified our expectation of his fitness for the station. 

Taking this volume as a test of his qualifications for the office, they are 
certainly of a high order, and that he has discharged his duties faithfully 
and with signal ability, no one can doubt. 

The syllabuses of the cases decided, deserve much commendation. The 
reader, as in many modern reports, is not obliged to shift the bushel of 
chaff to reach the grain of wheat. They are clear, concise and accurate? 
setting out with precision the doctrine of the case, carefully excluding the 
dicta of the judges, and giving the whole decision, with no more and no 
less. 

This part of a reporter's duty is difficult and important, and to accom- 
plish it, requires learning and much discrimination. The highest powers 
of bench and bar are often exhibited by a critical analysis of adjudged 
cases, and so liable are reporters to err in this particular, that lawyers 
deem it unsafe to rely on the abstracts of the points decided, without a 
careful examination of the decision itself. 

It is not uncommon in reading the opinion of a court to discover that 
material facts have been omitted in the statement of the case by the re- 
porter. We have discovered nothing of this in the volume before us. 
The facts upon which the decision turns are stated briefly, though with 
accuracy and completeness. 

The index of this volume is full and logically arranged, and although 
there is some repetition, yet it is desirable that such should be the case, 
for an index that is valuable should be a perfect abstract of the Eeport. 

"We are pleased to see that Mr. George devotes a larger space than .is 
usual to the arguments of counsel. Their part, whether well or ill per- 
formed, is an essential feature in every judicial trial. No better mode has 
yet been discovered to establish judicially either law or fact, than by the 
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agency and discussion of opposing counsel, and a report which omits im- 
portant arguments cannot be a full report of the case. 

In cases of novelty and importance, the general outline and the heads of 
the argument should be given. A mere conglomeration of authorities 
gives about as good an idea of argument as the skeleton does of the body 
when clothed with flesh and breathing the breath of life, and if nothing 
more is to be done, might as well be omitted. 

Again, in the examination of a decision, we wish to see what points 
were distinctly presented and what views were taken by respective counsel, 
without this it is impracticable to determine, whether or not the opinion of 
the court covers the whole case as prepared and presented for adjudication. 
The argument should be so far given as to show clearly the grounds on 
which the case was put. 

Nor do we think it claiming too much credit for the bar, to say that 
sometimes, at least, their arguments are of value beyond the immediate 
bearing of the case in hand. It is no difficult to task in a lawyers library 
to find arguments replete with interest and instruction, exhibiting great 
research, learning and eloquence. 

Those of luminous and powerful intellects, who delight and astonish 
their cotemporaries, pass away and leave only the faint foot prints of their 
power upon the pages of the Reporter. 

Who is there that has read the masterly arguments of a Parsons, a 
Pinkney, or a Prentiss, but regrets that so little remains of the labors of 
such great and gifted minds ? 

The judiciary of Mississippi has always enjoyed a reputation for 
ability and attainments, and we think the opinions reported in this volume 
will sustain that reputation. They are generally characterized by sound 
judgment and varied learning. 

The several members of the court are able men, and well fitted by their 
distinct intellectual traits to act together with advantage. 

TVe can only add, that, from our judgment of this volume, it would have 
been difficult for the legislature to have selected a Reporter, who will do 
the court more service than Mr. George, or one whose labors will be more 
creditable to himself and the profession. W. 



